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CME/CNE Evaluation & Certification Instructions 

The American College of Cardiology Foundation (ACCF) will e-mail an online evaluation to each 
participant in this CME/CNE activity.   

The online evaluation must be completed in order to receive a CME/CNE Certificate.  

The CME/CNE Certificate will be issued electronically following submission of the evaluation.   

If you do not receive an e-mail from ACCF within seven days of the conference, please contact the 
Chapter office at 614-859-2223. 

 

Disclaimers 

Abstracts and articles contained in this program guide have been reprinted with permission. 

This information is provided for general medical education purposes only and is not meant to substitute 
for the independent medical judgment of a clinician relative to diagnostic and treatment options for a 
specific patient’s medical condition.  

The American College of Cardiology Foundation does not warrant the completeness, accuracy or 
usefulness of any opinions, advice, services or other information provided through this activity. In no 
event will the ACCF be liable for any decision made, or action taken, in reliance upon the information 
provided through this activity.  

Accredited status does not imply endorsement by the ACCF of any commercial products displayed in 
conjunction with this activity. 

ACCF reserves the right to modify faculty and program without notice. 
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Learner Bill of Rights 

The American College of Cardiology Foundation (ACCF) recognizes that you are a life-long learner who 
has chosen to engage in continuing medical education to identify or fill a gap in knowledge or skill; and 
to attain or enhance a desired competency. As part of ACCF’s duty to you as a learner, you have the 
right to expect that your continuing medical education experience with ACCF includes the following (you 
will be queried at the end of the activity regarding your impression):  

Content that:  

 Promotes improvements or quality in healthcare  

 Is current, valid, reliable, accurate and evidence-based  

 Addresses the stated objectives or purpose  

 Is driven and based on independent survey and analysis of learner needs, not commercial 
interests  

 Has been reviewed for bias and scientific rigor  

 Offers balanced presentations that are free of commercial bias  

 Is vetted through a process that resolves any conflicts of interest of planners and faculty  

 Is evaluated for its effectiveness in meeting the identified educational need 

 
A learning environment that:  

 Is based on adult learning principles that support the use of various modalities  

 Supports learners’ abilities to meet their individual needs  

 Respects and attends to any special needs of the learners  

 Respects the diversity of groups of learners  

 Is free of promotional, commercial and/or sales activities 

Disclosure of:  

 Relevant financial relationships that planners, teachers and authors have with commercial 
interests related to the content of the activity  

 Commercial support (funding or in-kind resources) of this activity 
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ACCF Disclosure/Conflict of Interest Statement/Off-Label Statement 

As a provider accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) and the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), the American College of Cardiology Foundation (ACCF) 
must ensure balance, independence, objectivity and scientific rigor in all of their directly sponsored or 
jointly sponsored educational activities.  Provider(s) and faculty participating in a sponsored activity are 
required to disclose to the audience any significant financial interests or other relationships he/she or a 
member of their immediate family may have (1) with the manufacturer(s) of any commercial product(s) 
and/or provider(s) of commercial services discussed in an educational presentation and (2) with any 
commercial supporters of the activity. ACCF is committed to providing its learners with high-quality 
activities and materials that promote improvements and quality in health care and not a specific 
proprietary business or commercial interest.  The intent of this disclosure is not to prevent participation 
in sponsored educational activities by persons with a financial or other relationship, but rather to 
provide learners with information on which they can make their own determination whether financial 
interests or relationships may influence the credited activity.  Any individual refusing to provide 
adequate disclosure with this policy will be prohibited from participation in any future ACCF education 
activity.  

ACCF assesses conflict of interest (COI) with its faculty, planners, managers, staff and other individuals 
who are in a position to control the content of CME/CNE-credited activities.  All relevant potential 
conflicts of interest that are identified are thoroughly vetted through a process that includes course 
directors and appropriate peer review by education committee chairs/members, for fair balance, 
scientific objectivity and validity, and patient care and safety recommendations. 

ACCF also requires that all faculty disclose their intent to discuss any unlabeled/unapproved uses of 
drugs and/or devices during their presentations. 
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Faculty & Disclosure Information 
 
Ellin F. Gafford, MD 
Interim Director, Division of Palliative Medicine 
Director of Palliative Medicine, Ross Heart Hospital 
The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 
Columbus, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Melanie T. Gura, RN, MSN, CNS, CCDS, FHRS, FAHA, AACC 
Director, Pacemaker & Arrhythmia Services 
Northeast Ohio Cardiovascular Specialists 
Akron, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Fredrick Jaeger, DO 
Director, Cardiac Arrhythmia Monitoring Lab  
Medical Director, Syncope Center 
Staff Physician, Cardiac Electrophysiology and Pacing 
Section  
Robert and Suzanne Tomsich Department of 
Cardiovascular Medicine  
Sydell and Arnold Miller Heart and Vascular Institute 
Cleveland Clinic 
Cleveland, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Elizabeth S. Kaufman, MD, FACC 
Professor of Medicine, Case Western Reserve University 
Clinical Electrophysiologist, MetroHealth Medical Center  
Director, Familial Heart Rhythm Program 
MetroHealth Heart & Vascular Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Michael A. Militello, PharmD, BCPS 
Cardiology Intensive Care Clinical Specialist 
Cleveland Clinic 
Cleveland, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Clyde W. Yancy, MD, MSc, FACC 
Magerstadt Professor and Chief of the Division of 
Cardiology  
Professor, Department of Medical Social Sciences  
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
Associate Director  
Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute at Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital 
Evanston, IL 
Nothing to disclose 
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CCA Planning Committee & Disclosure Information 

Program Director 
Anna Broz, RN, MSN, CNP, AACC 
Certified Adult Nurse Practitioner 
North Ohio Heart Center 
Lorain, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 

Committee Members 
Robert Barcelona, PharmD, BCPS 
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist, Cardiology 
Department of Pharmacy Services 
University Hospitals Case Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Barbara J. Bell, RN, MSN, ACNP  
Nurse Practitioner 
Division of Cardiovascular Health and Diseases  
University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Elizabeth A. Dick, MSN, ACNP-BC, CVNP-BC 
Cardiovascular Nurse Practitioner 
Marietta Memorial Hospital 
Marietta, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Theresa M. Garris, MSN, NP-C 
Coordinator, Advanced Heart Failure/Post Transplant 
University of Toledo Medical Center 
Toledo, OH  
Nothing to disclose 
 
Melanie T. Gura, RN, MSN, CNS, CCDS, FHRS, FAHA, AACC 
- Nurse Planner 
Director, Pacemaker & Arrhythmia Services 
Northeast Ohio Cardiovascular Specialists 
Akron, OH 
Nothing to disclose 

 
Cynthia L. Klein, CNP, AACC 
Nurse Practitioner 
Mt. Carmel Columbus Cardiology Consultants 
Columbus, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Thutam Le, CNP 
Clinical Cardiology Nurse Practitioner 
Heart and Vascular Center 
MetroHealth Medical Center 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Sandra L. Smith, RN, MSN, CNP, AACC 
Adult Nurse Practitioner 
Cardiology/Electrophysiology 
Heart & Vascular Institute  
Cleveland Clinic  
Richard E. Jacobs Center 
Avon, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Tanya S. Verga, RN, BSN 
Pacemaker and Arrhythmia Services 
Northeast Ohio Cardiovascular Specialists 
Akron, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
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Lecture Planning Committee & Disclosure Information 

 
Program Director 
William R. Lewis, MD, FACC 
Chief of Cardiology 
MetroHealth System 
Professor of Medicine 
Case Western Reserve University 
Cleveland, OH 
Salary 
MetroHealth Medical Center 
 

Committee Members 
William B. Bauman, MD, FACC 
Medical Director of Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory 
Vice Chairman Summa Cardiovascular Department 
Summa Health System 
Professor of Medicine, NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Christopher J. Cooper, MD, FACC 
Chairman, Department of Medicine 
Professor of Medicine 
University of Toledo College of Medicine 
President, Ohio Chapter-ACC 
Toledo, OH 
Research Grants 
NHLBI, Arteriocyte, AstraZeneca, Pfizer, Cordis 
 
Mark E. Dunlap, MD, FACC 
Professor of Medicine, Case Western Reserve University 
Director, Heart Failure Program 
MetroHealth Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Research Grants 
Biocontrol Medical, Inc., Ardian, Inc., Medtronic 
Consulting Fees/Honoraria 
Amgen, Biocontrol Medical, Inc., Ardian, Inc., Medtronic 
 
Melanie T. Gura, RN, MSN, CNS, CCDS, FHRS, FAHA, AACC 
- Nurse Planner 
Director, Pacemaker & Arrhythmia Services 
Northeast Ohio Cardiovascular Specialists 
Akron, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
 
 
 

Michael A. Hanna, MD, FACC 
Chief of Cardiology 
Hillcrest Hospital 
Cleveland Clinic Health System 
Mayfield Heights, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Robert E. Hobbs, MD, FACC  - Content Expert 
Cardiologist 
Cleveland Clinic 
Cleveland, OH 
Nothing to disclose 
 
Sahil A. Parikh, MD, FACC 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 
Director, Experimental Interventional Cardiology  
Laboratory 
Division of Cardiovascular Medicine 
UH Case Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Consulting Fees/Honoraria 
St. Jude Medical, Boston Scientific, Abbott Vascular, 
Medtronic 
Research Grants 
Bard, IDEV Technologies, Medtronic 
 
Michael B. Rocco, MD, FACC 
Medical Director, Stress Testing and Cardiac Rehab 
Heart and Vascular Institute 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Cleveland Clinic, Case Western Reserve University 
Cleveland, OH  
Consulting Fees/Honoraria 
Amarin, Gilead, BMS, Abbott 
 
John W. Schaeffer, MD, FACC 
President 
North Ohio Heart Center 
Elyria, OH 
Nothing to Disclose 
 
David A. Zidar, MD, PhD, FACC 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Case Western Reserve University 
Cleveland, OH 
Nothing to Disclose 
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