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STEP 1:  
Fill out an application online  
or download an application  
at ACC.org/FITtoFACC 

STEP 2:  
Obtain two letters of sponsorship 
from current Fellows of the ACC

Just out of training? You can submit 
sponsor forms signed by your sponsors 
in lieu of formal letters. One can even 
be from your training program director 
if they are an FACC, and one from your 
ACC State Chapter Governor. 

Did you complete training more than 
a year ago? The letters should be on 
your sponsor’s business letterhead, 
original in content and signed by the 
sponsors. Sponsoring Fellows should 
be well-acquainted with your current 
professional activities. You should 
request letters from Fellows who have 
reviewed your application as well. At 

least one sponsor must 
be from your geographic area of 
professional activity, however, 
only one sponsor can be from 
a partner or colleague who 
works in your office. 

You may have a sponsor 
from your training program, 
however, both letters 
cannot come from a Fellow 
in your training program. 
Your relatives may not act 
as a sponsor. Those Fellows 
just completing training may 
also use the FIT to FACC 
form letter, which requires a 
sponsor’s name and signature 
only.

STEP 3:  
Submit your completed application 
packet to us at
Member Services 
2400 N St NW  
Washington, DC 20037

Step By Step 
Guide to 
Fellowship 
Advancement 

®

ACC.org/FITtoFACC

Remember  
to include the  

following in your  
application packet:

• Signed application form  
and any attachments

• Two letters of sponsorship,  
also signed. Fellows just 
completing training may use  
the FIT to FACC form letter.

• Payment of $150 application  
fee ONLY (no other fees are 
necessary to apply now!)

Remember: You Can  
Apply At Any Time! 

Applications are reviewed  
at two periods throughout  

the year after May 1 and  
October 1.
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Reach Out! 
Advancement to Fellowship in the ACC 
can seem like a daunting task during 
the busy time of transition between 
graduating training and full-time 
practice. A personal outreach from 
you can make a difference! Let them 
know you’re there for support during 
this transition time. Reach out to make 
sure they’re aware of the benefits 
of Fellowship in the ACC, and that 
they can start the application process 
for Fellowship NOW —before they 
graduate and pass their Board exams. 
Don’t know what to say? Use our 
template included in this toolkit.  
 
Be Available: Offer Answers 
There are a lot of rumors out there 
about applying for FACC as a new 
or upcoming graduate: that it’s too 
expensive, time consuming, difficult…
you name it. Be there to offer answers 
for any of their questions. We’ve 
included a handy Frequently Asked 
Questions sheet to prepare you for the 
most common topics of discussion.

Show 
the Value  
of FACC
Let your FITs and 
graduating fellows 
know what YOU find 
valuable about your 
ACC membership. Let 
them know about your 
personal experience and 
how the FACC designation has 
helped you advance your career and 
become the cardiovascular professional 
you are today. Personal experiences 
speak volumes, and they’ll appreciate 
hearing from someone who has been 
there before them.

Be a Sponsor
Those applying for Fellowship, 
especially early in their career, can  
find the sponsorship letter to be 
one of the more difficult steps in the 
application process. The good news: 

you can help! As a 
current Fellow or 

Master of the 
College, you 
can sponsor 
the FITs and/
or early career 
cardiologists 
in your 
state. Simply 

review their 
application and 

submit a letter on 
their behalf. We’ve 

included a sample letter in 
this toolkit for your reference on what 
the Credentialing and Membership 
Committee is looking to receive.

Reach Out! (Again)
You can’t reach out often 
enough! Maintain an open line of 
communication to check in on their 
application progress and answer 
any questions that arise. Be sure 
to reference our email template 
or FAQ document to draft your 
communications if needed.

Help 
Your FITs 
Advance To 
FACC!
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MYTH: It’s too expensive.
FACT: We know you have a lot of 
expenses at this time in your career. 
That’s why in the spring and summer 
we make it FREE for you to apply! For 
applicants just completing their CV 
training, we waive the $150 application 
fee for a limited time from March-July. 
Not only that, but no matter when you 
apply to advance, you will still receive 
reduced dues for the next dues year, 
which you will be billed for at a later 
date. Keep in mind, your membership 
will also provide you with benefits that 
separately as a nonmember would 
cost you over $3,500 each year! That 
includes everything from discounts 
on live courses and self-assessment 
programs, to receipt of six JACC 
Journals and full access to ACC.org. 

MYTH: It’s too time consuming 
to apply.
FACT: Applying for Fellowship is as 
easy as 1, 2, 3! You simply need to 
complete the online application, 
obtain two letters of sponsorship 
and send those to us along with your 
application fee and any additional 
attachments or documents you’d like 
to include with your application. 

MYTH: I can’t apply yet! I 
haven’t completed training—
and the Board exams aren’t for 
another few months.
FACT: You actually CAN apply today! 
Fellows in Training are eligible to 
apply for Fellowship up to six months 
before their training end date, so 
long as you’re not continuing on in 
subspecialty training. Simply submit all 
of your materials to us and we’ll keep 
your application on file as ‘pending’ 
until we receive confirmation you’ve 
passed your Board exams and have 
accepted an academic/clinical 
appointment. 

MYTH: Sponsorship letters are 
too difficult to obtain! I don’t have 
time for that now.
FACT: Obtaining your two 
sponsorship letters doesn’t have 
to be difficult.  In fact, if you’re just 
completing training, you can submit 
two sponsor forms instead of letters, 
and all your sponsors will have to do 
is sign their name! Additionally, if your 
training director is a current FACC, 
they can sponsor you, as can your 
ACC State Chapter Governor. If you’re 
beyond your first year out of training, 
you’ll need to submit two sponsor 
letters on sponsor letterhead. You can 
find a sample of what we’re looking 
for in sponsorship letters by visiting 
ACC.org/FITtoFACC. 

MYTH: Fellowship will be 
more beneficial once I’m more 
established in the field.  
FACT: There are many resources 
within the ACC that can help you in 
the first few years out of training! In 
addition to ensuring you maintain 
access to the same educational 
resources through JACC and ACC.
org that you enjoyed during your 
training, the ACC also offers the 
Early Career Professionals Member 
Section, specifically designed to help 
ease the transition from training to 
full practice and address your unique 
set of challenges with tools, resources 
and solutions. ACC membership 
will also give you access to career 
development resources to help you 
find professional support during this 
time of change. 

FITs: Applying 
for FACC is 
Easier Than  
You Think!
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The ACC is your professional home 
for tools and resources that support 
you in your efforts to provide high quality 
cardiovascular care to patients worldwide. From 
training through retirement, membership brings 
with it benefits that, purchased separately as a 
nonmember, would cost thousands and help you 
transform cardiovascular care and improve heart health.

AS A MEMBER YOU CAN:
• Read about the latest clinical 

developments in Six JACC 
Journals—also available on iPad

• Stay up-to-date with 300+ FREE 
educational opportunities 
offering CME

• Meet certification requirements 
more easily with online 
compliment Maintenance of 
Certification Modules (MOC)  
and ACC’s MOC Information  
Hub online

• Receive ongoing advocacy 
support for your interests at 
the federal and state levels, 
regulatory bodies (ABIM, ABP)  
and payers.

• Access Guidelines, Appropriate 
Use Criteria and Consensus 
Documents

• Save with discounts on digital 
products and live courses

• Receive reduced registration  
rates on the ACC’s Annual 
Scientific Session

• Participate in ACC’s quality 
initiatives to improve patient care 
including the NCDR Registries, 
Patient Navigator, Surviving MI, 
Hospital to Home and D2B.

• Focus on your specialty and/
or interest area with ACC’s 19 
Member Sections

• Advance your career with the 
FIT/ECP Webinar Series, training 
program resource and career 
advice from the experts

• Access mobile applications 
that help you treat and manage 
patients on the go, including the 
Guidelines App, ASCVD Risk 
Estimator, CardioSmart Explorer 
and AnticoagEvaluator

• Network and learn at the local 
level with over 80 State and 
International Chapters

• Gain leadership experience  
and recognition by participation 
on Councils, Committees and 
Work Groups

THE AMERICAN 
COLLEGE OF 
CARDIOLOGY Is Your 
Professional Home.
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