To whom it may concern;

[bookmark: _GoBack]This letter is concerning ***.  Specifically relates to a recent decision regarding coverage of Vascepa.  *** is a 60-year-old woman with a history of coronary artery disease who was previously undergone coronary artery bypass grafting.  She was recently admitted to the hospital on ____ with a non ST elevation myocardial infarction.  During that hospitalization her labs revealed a total cholesterol *** mg/dL, an HDL cholesterol of *** mg/dL and LDL cholesterol of *** mg/dL and triglyceride level of *** mg/dL.  Notably at that time these labs were obtained, the patient was on therapy with a high intensity statin rosuvastatin.

Given the elevated triglyceride level of *** mg/dL with an LDL cholesterol of less than 100 mg/dL, it was elected to place the patient on Vascepa.  This decision was based upon the results of the REDUCE IT trial (N Engl J Med 2019;380:11-22), which demonstrated a 4.8% absolute risk reduction in the combined endpoint of cardiovascular death, non fatal myocardial infarction, non fatal stroke, coronary revascularization and unstable angina.  Notably individual endpoints of myocardial infarction cardiovascular death were also reduced in a statistically significant manner among patients treated with Vascepa.

Given that the inclusion criteria for the REDUCE IT trial included in LDL cholesterol between 41 and 100 mg/dL and a triglyceride level of 135-499 mg/dL on statin therapy, *** fits the profile of the patient is studied in the trial.  Given this and the documented event reduction, I believe that she should be treated with Vascepa.

If you choose not to approved the coverage request for Vascepa, please respond specifically as relates to the results of the REDUCE IT trial.

Sincerely,


NAME
